Spreading the Good News of God’s Love . ..
. . . to the ends of the earth . . .
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Parishioner Jon Trauth Jon first carme to 5t Leo's
has been carrving the message to complete an internship for a
of 3t Leo's work with refugees graduate  theology  degree &t
 to the ends of the earth. &n Xavier. He had abways loved
adjunct professor of social work gardening and  began  working
at Miami University he joined alongside Burundian refugees who
other teachers from the school had been farmers in their home
, &t twvo international country. Thew liked showing him
Sloonferences. In July they were farming methods they had used in |®
in Rome presenting at a aAfrica and though they didn't
conference on ™Aorking on speak the same language theyw
Threshald Cancepts in the develaped friendship tilling the sail
Helping Professions.® In early together
I{armar*:.f_thew:.f presented at an He observed that
international  conference  on
counseling and psvchothe rapy
in Bangelore, India. Here thew
talked about refugee
resettlernent and “Threshold
Concepts for Teaching Stude nts.

gardening gave the refugees a
chance to do something familiar
and seermned to ease their transition
to a new country. This experience
led to his focus on horbicultural
therapy and its impact on refugees.
Prominent in each of
these confererces WErE |
findings from his wark on horbicultural the rapy with the Burundian
refugee s which led to his doctoral disse rtation evaluating 5t. Leo’s
refugee ministry.

Whether in Italy or India,
found that people  were
interested in ways to understand and aid refugees which fits in
with 3t Leo’s commitment to live out the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy —in this case “welcoming the stranger.”

St. Leo’s Mission Statement

We are a welcoming Cathalic Community, grounded in Eucharistic prayer, celebrating our diversity and sharing
God's love through ministries of serving and being present in our urban neighborhoods, while focusing on the spiritual and
corporal works of mercy,

St. Leo’s Mission Statement Prayer

Lord God, in vour infinite wisdom and love, wou are inviting us to be J i Orés {?mey

a welcoming Catholic Community, grounded in Eucharistic praver,
celebrating our diversity, and sharing vour love through ministries of serving

ahd being present in our neighborhoods while focusing on the spiritual and w"ﬁsm\; CﬁRPUR&L T}I"ESE‘% SPIRITUAL
corporal works of me roy. ORKS OF MERCY ORKS OF MERCY

Help us to accept vour invitaton to be church, and to generously It Mﬂbm wmm
live together this mission state ment. Teach usyour works of mercy and unite 2 Ci . . .
. Grve drmk to the thirsty. 2. Instrua the ignorant.

us as vour people, who serve our urban neighborhoods with vour presence

and grace. Let vour works of mercy be common, holy ways for celebrating 3%@% &Mm
our diversity, and for leaving the Eucharistic table, heeding vour command to 4 5:5 ber the : 14. the ?3 /

“Goin peace glorifying the Lord with vour life.”

With those whom vou entrust to our care and among ourselves, &L %-ﬁ&fﬂ o m
’
may we see vou when vou are hungry and thirsty, and recognize vou when 6 Vﬁfkm 6 B&ﬂ.mm

wou are naked or astranger, or sick orin prison, and then welcome vou, feed —

wou, clothe wou and wisityou. With those whom vou entrust to our care and [A EW:”&M Iﬂuﬂﬂrﬂ'ﬁqﬂﬂ'&dﬂ
among ourse lve s, ble ss uswith vour works of comforting, consoling, forgiving

and patie ntly forbearing We ask this always through Christ our Lord, &Amen. '}




